Composing and Revising 
Writing is a process and there are many techniques to explore your subject and discover your purpose for writing: talking and listening, reading and annotating the text, asking questions, brainstorming, clustering, free-writing, keeping a journal, or blogging. The goal is to generate ideas that will lead you to a question, a problem, or a topic that you want to explore further.  
Planning 

´ Begin by taking a look at your writing situation and consider:
1. Your subject
2. Your purpose (the reason for writing) What I am communicating to the reader? What do I want to accomplish. Some of the purposes: to inform, to explain, to summarize, to persuade, to evaluate, to analyze, to synthesize, to propose, to call readers to action, to change attitudes etc. 
3. Your audience: How much detail or explanation to provide, what kind of tone and language to use, and what potential objections to address. 
4. Available sources of information
5. Any assignment requirements such as genre, length, format, and deadlines. Genre: poster presentation, letter, podcast, etc.
Talking and listening 
´ Because writing is a process of figuring out what you think about the subject, it will be useful to try out your ideas on other people. Debating with friends or chatting with instructors helps in determining the direction of a project. Others prefer to record themselves talking through their own thoughts before starting a draft.
Reading and annotating the text 
Reading is an important way to deepen your understanding of a topic, learn from the insights and research of others, and expand your perspective. Annotating a text, written or visual, encourages you to read actively, to highlight key concepts, to note possible contradictions in an argument, or to raise questions for further research and investigation. As you annotate, you record your impressions and begin a conversation with a text and its author.  
Asking questions and brainstorming
  
When gathering material for a story, journalists routinely ask themselves Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How? These questions help journalists get started and ensure that they will not overlook an important fact. 
Brainstorming is a good way to figure out what you know and what questions you have. You begin by listing ideas in the order in which they occur to you. Listing ideas can help a writer narrow a subject and identify a position. An early list is often a source of ideas and a springboard to new ideas. Writers can come back to their brainstorming notes and rearrange them, delete some, or add others.
Clustering, freewriting, keeping a journal and blogging

´ Clustering: highlights relationship among ideas
´Freewriting: means nonstop writing 
´Journal: exploratory writing 
´Blogging: express opinions, ask questions, invite readers to give feedback, suggest sources for a topic etc.
What's makes an effective thesis statement: 
A successful thesis statement is a central idea that requires supporting evidence; its scope is appropriate for the assigned length of the essay; and it is focused and specific. A thesis is a promise to readers. It is often one or more of the following: 
·  your answer to a question you have posed 
·  the resolution for a problem you have identified 
·  a statement that announces your position on a debatable topic
· 
Working thesis 
´ Athletes who boost their performance through biotechnology should be banned from athletic competition. 
Asking the so what and who cares questions to revise your thesis 
Stronger working thesis 
biotechnology gives athletes an unfair advantage and disrupts the sense of fair play because Athletes who boost their performance through steroids should be banned from competition. 
Putting the thesis to the so what test 

´ Use the following questions to help you revise your working thesis. 
´Why would readers want to read an essay with this thesis? How would you respond to a reader who hears your thesis and asks “So what?” or “Why does it matter?” 
´Does your thesis answer a question, propose a solution to a problem, or take a position in a debate? Why will readers be interested in your answer, solution, or position? Will any readers disagree with this thesis? If so, what might they say? Is the thesis too obvious? If you cannot come up with interpretations that oppose your own, consider revising your thesis. Can you support your thesis with the evidence available?
Drafting an introduction:

The following strategies can provide a hook for your reader, whether you are composing a traditional essay or a multimodal work such as a slide presentation or a video. 
´Offer a startling statistic or an unusual fact 
´Ask a question 
´Introduce a quotation or a bit of dialogue 
´Provide historical background 
´Define a term or concept 
´Propose a problem, contradiction, or dilemma 
´Use a vivid example or image 
´Develop an analogy 
´Relate an anecdote
Draft the body: 

The body of your essay develops support for your thesis, so it’s important to have at least a working thesis before you start writing. What does your thesis promise readers? What question are you trying to answer? What problem are you trying to solve? What is your position on the topic? Keep these questions in mind as you draft the body of your essay.
Draft a conclusion:

A conclusion should remind readers of the essay’s main idea without repeating it. Often the concluding paragraph can be relatively short. By the end of the essay, readers should already understand your main point; your conclusion drives it home and, perhaps, gives readers something more to consider. 
In addition to echoing your main idea, a conclusion might do any of the following: 
´Briefly summarize your essay’s key points 
´Propose a course of action 
´Offer a recommendation 
´Discuss the topic’s wider significance or implications 
´Redefine a key term or concept 
´Pose a question for future study
Reviewing, Revising, and editing 
To revise is to re-see, and the comments you receive from your reviewers, instructors, peers, and writing center tutors will help you re- see your draft from your readers’ point of view. As you write for college courses, find reviewers, and seek their feedback. When you ask readers for their comments, revision becomes a social experience, connecting you with the questions and concerns of readers who help you shape your work in progress. 
Revising is rarely a one-step process. Global matters thesis, purpose, organization, content, and overall strategy generally receive attention first. Improvements in sentence structure, word choice, grammar, punctuation, and mechanics usually come later. 
 
· 


